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** I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat ; naked, and ye clothed 
me. — Matt, zxv, 35, 36. 

** Prosperity is not without many fears and distastes ; and adversity 
is not without comforts and hopes." — Lobd Bacon. 
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WHAT I SAW m LANCASHISE. 



I HATE just returned home from a visit to the dscitreaaed dutrkts in 
the North. Much as I had read respecting their dseplorable condi- 
tion, thA reaLLty, as I saw it, far exceeded any idea which I had fonsed 
of it^ The compHcated social machine — each part depending upon 
the other paorts — ^I fovaid to be at a dead Dock ; and the soSeiings of 
an cISasses, the shopkeepers not less than the operatifves,. were ap]Mil- 
ling. " Welly damaxdng'^ (welL-nigh starving) was the- tennWy ex- 
{oessive Doric of the district, which everywhere pierced the ear. I 
could even more often see it in the famished look of the people. So 
entirely unmanned were they by thi» dire calamity, that they were 
almost too quiet. In one town I heard of a family whish had heeaa. 
living for a fortnight on bread and water, without a whisper of eom- 
plaint having reached even a neighbour. In the same place, the &ther 
of a fiumly, formsfly esijoying great, prosperity,, could with difficulty 
be persuaded by my infc»ma&t t& accept a haJf-sovefeigB which he 
in the most delicate way tendered to him. Elsewhere, a maa pay- 
ing £200 a-year of rent for shop and house, was struggSng throsgh 
the critfis with scarcely a meal for himself and ten children, knowing 
that, if he closed has plaee of business^ he would no longer be able, 
when better times came roundj^ te> recoveir his* credit aaad eoufidenee. 
In another town, a weD-to-do operative^ aftar waitii^ to the last ex- 
tremity, had sent to my infonnant the previous night for the' loan of 
nxpemee to buy a mMsel of bread. These are the kind of people 
among whom I feusbd mjsdf — ajioble, iadependent, uneringing people 
— ^men whose wants have as suddenly come upon them as the calami- 
ties which overwhelmed the patriarch of XJz, and who, tiifflnfinre,. all 
unused to b^ would almost rather starve than proclaim tiicxr need. 
In desolated homes, with scarce a xemnant lefb of their ewn tidy fur- 



6 

nisbings, and with hardly enough of food for a day's meal, it was onlj 
with the greatest difficulty that a Tisitor could extract even a tithe of 
their tale of distress. The writer is thankful to he ahle, however im- 
perfectly, to draw aside the veil of such a people's necessities. 

It is remarked by Lord Bacon that vh^e is like precious odours, 
most fragrant where they are incensed or crushed ; for prosperiiy 
often doth best discover vice, but adversiiy doth best discover virtue. 
If in the following pages we are conducted to a scene of gloom, it is 
not without its compensating brightness ; for, whilst we shall have 
before us ahnost imexampled sufferings, we shall witness traits of cha- 
racter nobler, perhaps, than were ever seen before in any nation. 

I entered one day a house, once comfortably furnished with the va- 
rious little luxuries which a thrifty housewife had at various times se- 
lected to adorn thedwelHng. What did I find? First, ornaments, 
beginning with those of least value, had been sold to obtain food; 
then, the drawers, next, the bedstead ; after that, the Sunday clothes 
— until all that remained, when I visited it, was — a few chairs, and 
one or two shake-downs. 

On a Saturday night, in the dark, I accosted a decent, middle- 
aged woman as she was gathering on the streets a few stray 
bits of coal. It was to give life, I found, to some cinders remaining 
in the grate at home ; and, in reply to further inquiries, which needed 
i;o be pressed on her unobiaruding reserve, she added that, with all her 
husbanding, the week's '^ relief " was finished that night, and that till 
Monday morning there was literally nothing left in the house for her 
four children and herself and husband. No charity was solicited ; and 
it almost required pressure to induce her to accept a proffered offer- 
ing. 

In another town, a young married couple, who had had £40 in the 
Savings' Bank, and had been obliged to draw out pound afber pound 
. to buy food, were asked by their church to accept a little aid. " No," 
. said the young man, " not so long as I have a shilling left. I should 
rather see others helped who are more needy." Gradually the remain- 
ing £15 were exhausted, until at last it was ascertained one day that 
on the previous night they had gone to bed supperless. 

Elsewhere I was conducted, by a reliable person, to the house of a 
family which had once been well-to-do and of good repute. There 
were the father and mother, a girl of 18, a lad of 14, and three other 
children, firom eight to five years of age, their joint-earnings amount- 
ing in ordinary times to some 45s. or 50s. a-week. As times grew 
bad, they had exchanged their house for lodgings; unable to pay the 
lodgings, they were by and by turned into the street ; five days after, 
the mother had been delivered of an infant, and they were stripped of 
every article of furniture or clothing except the threadbare garments 
upon their backs. A landlord, who had known them in better days, 
Hndly offered them an empty house, in which I foimd them the night 
I called. In the lower room was a very poor bedstead, with some 
shavings covered by a sheet, and, above, a very inferior quilt, the fur- 
nishing of the room being completed by a small table or rather stool 
on three legs, -a little wooden seat some six inches high, and three or 
four old plates : whilst upstairs was a large room with nothing in 
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it save a shake-down of skavingie, covered carefully with a miserably 
tliiii quHt. The infant was gone — called away from this scene of trial 
and of want to & place where there is no hunger nor any other priva- 
tion. 

- It is easy to fend in any town desolate houses, the fruits of unthrif- 
tiness, .or of dnmkenness, or of crime. But these people were not 
thriftless, or dwaikards, or criminals, hut industrious, sober, honest 
operatives, aecn^tomed to jenjoy all the necessaries of life, and not a 
few of its luxuries, and now, by successive months of enforced idle- 
ness, bereft .of all their savings. 

Poor fellows ! they were to be seen at the comers of the streets, 
fitanding with their hands in their pockets, wan and woe-begone, 
with nothing to do, and their mixids unaccustomed to be thrown 
on their own resources. ^* Along our streets," says Archdeacon 
Rnshton, '^you meet the mother^s anxious look, the pleading eye, 
the trickling tesor, which at once betoken the suffering of want, though 
the tongue k sileirf; in modesty. On our roads, or in our outlying vil- 
lages, you find the husband or d^lwart son, who needs must beg, but 
scarcely knows how to iisk. In entering their dwellings, you observe 
the little libmay 6f hooks ^on^, the Sunday coat and gown have fol- 
lowed, then lihe dnest of dzawers, the comer cupboard and mahogany 
clock, the wife^s bonnet, the daughter's shoes, all but one pair, the 
little girl's latest frock, and the boy's holiday hat ; last of all, the 
«h^rs, the bedstead, and the bed, even the the family Bible with the 
family's pedigree," and, he might have added, sometimes even the 
^rife's wedding ring. 

In one house I entered, the family were sitting (or rather standing, 
for there was on^ osie ste^L »iiongst them) at a most meagre meal, 
^consisting of thin cmkes made out of the dole of meal; and it was 
but too evident that two «r T^bree of the younger ones had scarcely 
yet learned to conceal their half-satisfied hunger. A full meal was 
now hardly known. 

A poor woman, about the age of two and twenty, was visited one 
day by my friend Major Wilbraham Taylor. She was lodged in a 
wretbhed hovel, approached by a ladder ; and, as a Christian cobbler, 
who conducted him, saw the blind of the little room drawn, he con- 
cluded that she must be gone. Ascending the ladder, however, they 
found her stiU there — flying on her back upon a thing like a bag of 
islymaagB — ^her hair cut short, and her face all gory, where leeches 
liad 3bfb their vestiges. The death-rattle was in her throat, and her 
^mwefre closed ; but, as the cobbler's familiar voice was detected by 
heac. Sirring, " Is Jesus precious to you ?" a gleam of heaven's own 
Tw^aanae seemed to dart across her way-worn features, and she whis- 
IJttBcd, *^Yes; He is very precious!" My friend was informed, on 
IgONDd authority, that the young woinan had been starved. 

In aaiotheEr family, I found, for the father and mother and three 
fdnldr^ only a Bingle miserable bedstead, consisting of four posts, 
and m few arlacles laid transversely across, and on these was the sem- 
hisnoe of a mattress mi^e of shavings, with a bolster covered with a 
petticoat cut into shape. "Hie apartment was on the first-floor, to 
which a broken stair led, and the room was cold and damp, whilst 
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not a yestige of a blasnket was to be seen, nor any covenng except a 
thin qmlt. A girl, wkom I met accidentallj in the street one daj^ 
told me that the fiBmily's joint-earnings had amoiuited to 64s. per 
week, and that now they were living on the dole firom the paup^- 
board. In a sewing-elass oi girls which I visited, the matron in- 
formed me, that such was the gradnally weakening' effect of the 
altered ratk> of food, that it was no nncommon thing for a girl to fiMent 
away from mere exhaustion. Most painful was it to witness the ema- 
ciated look also of many of the men. One day I entered a kzge 
hall, where some 800 operatives were waiting to be paid their weddy 
dole from the Guardians. The room was densely packed, so that I 
had diffica% in making my way to a rai^d part ab the fuirther e»d. 
Amved there, an atteiiidant invited me to address them until the 
money was arranged for pa3rment. In a moment, every eye wa» 
fixed, and the most solemn attention was paid as expression was given 
to the sympathy felt for them in London, and in the south generally^ 
and also as th<e glad tidings of a crucified Saviour were- addressed t(> 
them. At the close, an operative rose, azkd in a few temperate but 
amest sentences intimated the deep discontent ei hae fieilaw-work^ 
men at the mode in which the Board were administeciiig the xeiieL 
Then another rose, and another, and another, — the burden of the 
complaint being i^t they were '^ahnost compelled to go down on 
their knees " before they could get theur cases considezed^. and that 
they were precluded, by receiving relief from the Board, firon* aay 
casual assistance by other parties in the shape of blankets or flasuiel, 
or other comforts. The writer recommended them to appoint a de- 
putation of their number, who might lay their Gomplaints before the 
proper parties. The poor fellows seamed so thanJdiil for any kind- 
ness of treatment, and uttered their gratitude in no measured terms; 
but it was easy to see that, if in any way they should be tnfled 
with, very terrible would become their resentment. Another com- 
plaint was elsewhere made, that the people had to wait sometimes 
as late as midnight before receiving their dole of bread mod meal — 
a clear proof of the absence of businesslike managonent. 

A few weeks i^, the wife of an aldermanr of one of the distressed 
towns was visited hj a factory-gbl in search of woris. The lady had 
exerted herself to the utmost in behalf of the poor gijd, but was ob- 
liged to tdl tMs appMcant that she was unable to take her in for want 
of room and of funds. The girl urged her request more than oaMe 
or twice, until at length, receiving no more favourable answer,, she 
wrung^ her hands in aoguish, and said, '^ Well, if there is no werk^ 
there is notihdng left but the canal.** 

"^ You are needlessly distressed, my lass," rejoined the lady, ''for 
want of food. Tea is ready ; come and have some. Have you had 
any tea to^dav P 

« No.'* 

**Dim»rP** 

** S^eakfatt ?'* 

** No ; nothing for two days." 

She had been out of work, it appeared, lor five months, had sup— 
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ported her bed-ridden mother for two years, and had pawned every- 
thing she had. On further inquiry, the lady found that the half had 
not been told, and that no words could describe the privations which 
she had suffered. 

" I believe," said the doctor, who attended her mother, to the lady 
on questioning him about her, " from what I know of her resolute 
character, the girl would have destroyed herself, had you not shown 
her such timely kindness." 

Three weeks later, the girl came to the lady, too full of emotion to 
speak. After a while, she said, '' Heaven's best blessing upon you ! 
You have saved me, body and soul." • 

This last word of the poor girl su^ests another and brighter fea- 
ture of the sore calamity which is weighing upon thesjs people. 
Everywhere I found an open door for the gospel. In one town wluch 
I visited, with my Mend Major Wilbraham Taylor, we arrived in the 
afbemoon by railway, between three and four o'clock. Having ob- 
tained the use of the Mechanics' Institution, we sent the public crier 
to annonnce a meeting ; and, at haJf-pajst seven the same evening, 
we found an assemblage of 1200 persons, five-sixths of them men. 
Before entering the room, there was a considerable tumult, as if some 
of them were ready for any mischief ; but no sooner did we stand be- 
fore them, and give out a simple hymn, than all was still. For two 
hours we spoke to them of the wondrous story of the Nazarene ; and 
the vast multitude seemed entranced — I trust by God's own present 
power. 

Another day, I spoke to several hundred men in a room in a mill 
at Blackburn ; and so intensely were they interested by a few simple 
words about Christ, that more distant ones unconsciously rose to their 
feet, and seemed fixed to the spot, until another engagement com- 
pelled me to leave them. Another day, I foimd in two or three other 
rooms similar gatherings of men ; and in every instance there was the 
same engrossing interest. These scenes, and many others which I 
visited, convinced me that it is a libel upon the working man to at- 
tribute to him a craving for mere excitement, and that nothing so 
closely touches him, or so deeply moves his whole nature, as the un- 
adorned narratives of the working Man of Nazareth, who so often 
as wearied and was hungry, and knew how to compassionate the 
weary and the hungry, and who at last went to the death for us, and 
who invites every heavy-laden sinner to come to Hun. 

In some of the towns which I visited, we foimd that a little coterie 
of persons, yielding to a weak dread of the displeasure of the Eoman 
Catholic priest, had thought it right to gag the 'mouths of Christian 
men, and prohibit any words of Christian love being addressed to the 
girls assembled in sewing-classes ; so far had this feeling gone, that 
the utmost latitude allowed in the classes was to sing, at the begin- 
ning and at the close, " God Save the Queen." In the same town, an 
objection had even been made to an invocation of God's blessing upon 
the girls' weekly meal. In another town, the paid manager had been 
instructed by the Committee to forbid all addresses from Christian 
visitors, and boasted that they " had none of your Bibles there." 
In Manchester, in a class maintained by the Provident Society, 
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we were grieyed to £bd an otherwise admirable administration 
tainted with this same mistaken dread of effort for the salvation of 
souls. The people themselves — ^men as well as women — ^not only do 
not object to such appeals but evince the most anxious desire to listen 
to them; and everywhere we found that in the measure in which " an 
open door " existed for the gospel did the operatives manifest a hap- 
py, bright contentedness, as if they instinctively felt that to care for 
their bodies but to neglect their souls was a very lefb-handed kind- 
ness, from which they would greatly rather be released. If I were 
asked to name a place where this result is most marked, I should not 
hesitate to single out Blackburn, where the Vicar, Dr. Bobinson, and 
other Christian ministers, seizing at the outset this Christian ele- 
ment had gathered together the operatives each in their separate divis- 
ions using aU available opportunities to set before them Christ and 
His salvation. 

At the first glance, I confess I had my own misgivings as to the 
wisdom of introducing into such a matter as the relief of the starving 
people the element of denominational management. But experience 
has convinced me, as it has convinced all Christian men on the spot 
who have tried it, that it is the only plan for combining with bodily 
relief a wholesome care for their immortal souls. In Blackburn the 
plan has prevented all heart-burnings and jealousies, each denomina- 
tion opening as many classes as it pleases, and receiving from the 
Central Relief Fund the same amount of money for the members in 
attendance on its classes as these latter would have received if attend- 
ing no such class. On the other hand, in such a place as Stalybridge, 
where the Town Conmiittee (acting, we are informed, under the inspi- 
ration of certain Socinians and Bomanists) had thought it a stroke 
of policy to shut out from any concern in the administration every 
Chnstian minister, we found such a lowered tone in all their pro- 
ceedings, and such an absence of the brightness on the countenance, 
of the classes, that we had only to witness the contrast presented in 
two classes — one for men and the other for women — which had been, 
recently opened by the Rev. W. Worth Hoare in a mill kindly lent, 
him for the purpose, to divine not uncertainly the real secret of the 
latter's success. 

The truth is, that never perhaps before in our history did God open 
so wide a door and so effectual for His gospel as amongst these dis- 
tressed people. It is the " still small voice " coming in the bosom 
of the " whirlwind " and the " earthquake " and the " fire." It is 
the bright fringe upon the murky cloud of judgment, telling of the 
God of mercy who is behind. And shall Christian men be content, 
to forego the noble opportunity presented to them of reaching these 
tried people with the most cheering of all messages — a Saviour's 
dying and living love ? Thank God, not a few '^ have understanding 
of the time, to know what Israel ought to do." And many, we. 
believe, there are already, who will bless God through all eternity for 
the distress of 1862, because it was the year of their spiritual-birth^ 
when first they passed from death to life. 

Another ample compensation God is giving us in this season of 
sore trouble. One morning, as the writer was sitting at the break- 
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£ut-table under the hospitable roof of the Vicar of Bkckbum, there 
came in, ^unongst a mass of other letters, one l)eariBg the post-mark 
of " Woroester " and containing a quantity of postage-stamps for the 
relief of the distressed. It had no name in it, nor any due to the 
sender ; but in the inside of tibe envelope there was the text " Gal. 
id. 9." l/STe took the Bible, and found the words were — " Let us not 
be weary of wdl-doing ; for in due season we shall reap if we fahxt 
not." Like so many other givers, the writer cared to be known only 
to Him who records in His roister each *^ cup of cold water,^' and 
will bring it forth hereafber all unthought of and unremembered by the 
giver himself — to be rewarded with His ''Well done." Another day, at 
Wigan, i^ " Lancashire lad " mentioned the case of '' a London 
lad " who ^had enclosed twelve penny stamps with this text : 
— " Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened." And these are only specimens of thousands a:xd 
hundreds of thousands of hearts and hands which everywhere are 
putting forth their loving enei^ in behalf of these suffermg people. 
Never before, we are persuaded, was the heart of England so stiired 
to its depths as at this unexampled crisis ; and never were such multi- 
tudes taught, in their own experience of enlarged sympathies, how 
true is the saying of our Lord, that '' it is more blessed to give than 
to receive." 

'' But how," we have been asked repeatedly, " did you find the 
mill-owners and other parties on the spot acting in relation to this dis- 
ixeas F" 

The question is more easily put than answered. The first mill- 
owner I visited was a young man who had only recently begun to 
feel his feet clear of mortgages and loans ; and it was not difficult to 
see that in many respects this crisis was, if possible, a deeper embar- 
rassment to him than even to his workmen. High rates — ^raised 
from Ls 6d. to 6s. in the pound, were to be paid — ^e mill-gear was 
deteriorating by disuse — ^appearances were to be kept up ; and 
all the while nothing was coming in, nor had been for months. 
A more generous, Idnd-hearted man, I have seldom met: and 
yet he could do almost nothing. Again, in a confidential report 
made by a G-ovemment officer to the Central Execidive 
Belief Committee, and quoted by Lord Derby at the great counly 
meeting on Dec. 2, 1 find it stated that a certain manufacturer em- 
ploys at his own cost 558 girls in sewing five days a-week, pays tiiem 
8d. a-day, besides sending to school 76 youths, from 13 to 15 ; and 
332 adults above 15 ; paying them irom 4d to 8d per-day according 
to age : and his partner has paid his work-people two days' wages 
a-week, besides giving them bread, soup, socks and clogs. Another 
miU-owner has at his own expense ordered fifty or sixty dinners to be 
provided for such persons daily, the dinners consisiing of roast beei 
or mutton, soup, beef^ea, rice-pudding, wine and porter, as ordered ; 
and 40 visitors distribute orders at their discretion. A third manu- 
facturer is giving to his hands three days' wages amounting to about 
£500 weekly, — ^whilst another is providing for all his 1700 hands. 
Another firm has spent £1400 in money, and adds weekly doles or 
bread. 



Oil the oliier hand, I could name instances of an opposite kind, 
aooompanied with v&cj exact details, whidi fdl under my observations. 
But I farbear, as the task is somewhat nngxacious, and as it is better 
to leave such exaaaaples to another tribunal, where any palliating 
circumsta&ees will be duly weighed, and where there wiu be pro- 
nounced, both on masters and on men, an in&Uibly righteous judg 
ment. 

OskB class of pe(^le we found specially deserving of sympathy ; the 
^' overlookers," aead supedor operatdves. These had generally some 
considerabk savings, invested in ^ Co-opef ative mills," o(r in '' Build- 
ing Societies,'' or lodged in the Bank. In a town visited by us, 
we met with a case where the property in the <]/o-operative mill had 
been so depreciated temporarily in value, that a share bou^t at £15 
and stiU wc^th in ordinary times £15, had been reduced to about £5. 
Of oou3»e a Boaid of G-uardians, or even a General Belief Committee, 
could seajroely gzant relief to such a case — ^unlil the whole remaining 
resources of the paity were exhausted. And yet who would not 
rather help a man in such circimistances, than some other who had 
spent all his income as it eame in, without laying anything by for a 
rainy day P Then there were Christian families who had surrounded 
themselves with many Utt^ household comforts, and who, unwilling 
to obtrude their wants upon others, were gradually stripping their 
dwellings of everything, for ihe sake of food. Both classes of cases 
needed to be searched out, and relief administered in such a delicate 
way, as not to offend unnessarily the recipients' just sensitiveness. 
An admirable provision for this ^exigency we found to have been made 
in the " Sup^mentary Belief Fund," organised by Major Wilbiaham 
Taylor and some other Christian jocien in London, ike express object 
of the Fund being to entrust to leUable clergyman or ministers or 
some Christian laymen on the spot the selection of such parties as 
were known to them to be thus situated, and to furnish such an 
amount of relief as would place iJiem in a position somewhat more 
eomfortable tban could well be done by any general board. In various 
places, the utmost thaiokfoiness was expressed fbtr the provision, as 
meeting exactly the necessities of certain sufferers, who would not 
(otherwise probably have been relieved at alL Upwards of 800 families 
have already been selected in this way, i^ relief being at the rate o{ 
2s. 6d« a head, for the first five members of a hous^old ; and 2s. 
beyond that number. Most earnestly do we recommend this scheme 
to the support of Christians everywhere, as filling a void of a most 
dis^ta^essing kaaabd. The parties relieved, of course, do zkot receive any- 
thing horn the Guardians or from the General JRelief Committee, so 
that evay pou&d oontributed to the Supplementary Fund eases to 
that extent, the burden on the other Funds. I believe there is 
scaxcely a clergyman or minister labourixjg in these districts, who 
•could not name at least half-ar-dozen cases which it would be the 
gtieatest boon to aid in some such delicate method as this. Beal 
ehsrjty Bot only seeks to lude its «wb gifts, but loves to make 
the secipieErt feel as i£ Hke giver wese as much bettered by givmg, as 
hisiBe]£ in Deceiving. It is not the hireling Gehazi, coming witii 
his dead offldial staff and laying it on the Ikoe of the dead child, that 
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gives life, but the living, breathing prophet, stretching himself upon 
the corpse, and communicating to it his own warmth and breath. 

On one occasion our friend was in conversation with a person, who 
had been in good circumstances, and who had stiU foimd it to be 
necessary in order to preserve his credit for other times, that he should 
not appear to be greatly straitened. He was a Christian man, and 
one greatly esteemed for his disinterested zeal, and his judgment. 
My friend had got a hint about his possible necesssities ; and, accosting 
hini in the dark one night, he took out a £5 note from his pocket 
and begged his acceptance of it. " Well," said he with much emotion. 
" I asked God this morning to send me some means to-day, of provi- 
ding food for my large fanuly ; and I receive this as from Him in 
answer to my prayer." 

The Irish famine has been more than once contrasted with this 
distress ; but extreme as it undoubtedly was, it was altogether without 
that element of painful sensitiveness which so affectingly aggravates 
the present calamity. " Observing one day lately," say Archdeacon 
Kushton, " a middle-aged female approaching the relief-table, with a 
clean admissidn-card in her hand, I simply, perhaps too abrubtly, asked 
her if that were the first time she had come for her dole, when her 
heaving heart and rising sighs choked her utterance, tears fell instantly 
from her eyes, and mingled with the meal as the distributors poured 
it unto her bag, and spotted the bag as she tied it in her apron. No 
spendthrift habits of her husband, no sudden sickness or calamity in 
the family, no extravgance or mismanagement on her part as wife or 
mother, had reduced them to penury ; their savings gone, their 
relations as badly off as themselves, their home a desolation, the 
workhouse their horror, the husband's spirits broken, the children 
crying for bread, and the scene I have described, told in silent but 
touching eloquence that up to that time * to beg,' the mother was 
ashamed." No tongue can tell the amount of misery thus silently 
borne ; until only the very last extremity of hunger and cold force a 
reluctant revelation of the sore need. If it be true that " blessed is 
he who considereth the poor," surely cases like these have before Grod 
and man a double claim to sympathy and aid. 

Another case is narrated by Dr. Bushton, as conveyed to him by a 
clerical colleague, thus : — " To-day a respectable looking man was 
standing at the railway station with two bimdles of wefb and a knitting 
frame. I was struck with his gaunt look, and entering into conversa- 
tion with him, found that his history, like too many, was dressed in 
colours of the direst distress and want. He was a handloom weaver 
from a neighbouring yiUage, where no dole of bread or meal, nor any 
relief fund, is established. Too weak to walk home with his pack, his 
employer had advanced him his third-class railway fare ; ^ and when I 
reach home,' said he, ' there is neither bite nor sup in the house — my 
wife and four children and myself have had naught but water these 
two days. I have never missed church,' he added, ' since I was a lad, 
nobbut these last two Sundays, because we were forced to eat our 
clothes,' by which the poor man meant they had pawned their Sundays 
clothes, to provide bread. I gave him a trifle ; and his fervent ' Grod 
bless you, maister !' brought tears to my eyes, and I asked myself — 
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what shall we do with our suffering poor ; with winter coming upon 
them, half clothed and half fed ?" 

I entered one day a house at Blackburn, which I had learned jfrom 
my guide, was inhabited by a family who had seen better days. A 
more dismal scene of neat (not squalid) wretchedness I never beheld. 
Poor fellow ! the father seemed utterly prostrated, partly by bodily 
exhaustion and still more by downheartedness There were several 
little children, seemingly all conscious of the distress except that 
sometimes the board was unwontedly bare, and the father not less 
unwontedly sad. The mother, as so often I found with mothers, 
appeared to cast from her countenance the only ray of sunshine which 
fell upon the hearth, though a nearer glance betrayed a deeper sad- 
ness beneath. We asked her how things were going with her. 
" Middling," was the reply, as if she did not care to make known her 
necessities. "Have you any blankets?" Even that inquiry did 
not extract a decided negative ; but she took us quietly to her poor 
bedstead, and, shewing us a quilt coverlet, she added, that they con- 
trived to manage at night by laying above them their few day-clothes 
which they put off on going to rest. Two sheets had been given them 
by the Board ; and these, too, were gone. " I knew it was wrong to 
pawn them," she said ; ** but we had actually nothing to eat : and I 
put them away for one or two shillings to buy bread, hoping to redeem 
them with the first money that came in." What could we say ? I 
gave her as much money as would get the sheets out, that they might 
again have the use of them. 

This leads me to observe that, by many people of much experience, 
it is gravely doubted whether it is wise to redeem the poor people's 
property out of pawn. At first sight it commends itself to one's judg- 
ment as about the most judicious plan of relief. The sum lent by the 
pawnbroker is usually very small in proportion to the value of the 
article ; and a not very large amount woiid suffice to restore to the 
stripped dwelling a comparatively considerable quantity of bedding 
and clothes. But a little reflection convinces the visitor that an 
opposite course is to be preferred. The pawnbrokers' shelves are at 
this moment crammed with goods; and, to relieve them of this 
plethora, it is shrewdly suspected, would only result in a present boon 
to the pawnbrokers by fiUmg their exhausted coffers, whilst a few 
weeks would not elapse, probably, before the goods were back in 
their places again, through the pressure of the people's necessities. 
A much more wholesome method of relief is to furnish raw articles, 
plain but substantial, and to mark them as the property of the Relief 
Committee or other dispensing body — given in permanent loan — so 
iihat any pawnbroker taking them would be at once amenable to 
punishment. In the room of the " Manchester Provident Society" 
there were pointed out to me, by Mrs. Gaskell, blankets and under- 
clothing undergoing this process of marking, one merchant having, a 
few days before, sent in as much as £1,000 worth, to be distributed 
in this way to the necessitous. 

It may assist parties engaged in relieving the distressed, if I place 
before the reader a copy of the very thorough method of investigation 
.adopted by that Society in any case brought imder their notice. 
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To Mr. SMITH, Agent of the DISTRICT PROVIDENT SOCIETY 

My JOHN DALZON STBEET. 
CASE FOB imrESTiaATIOSr AlfD BELIEr, li* DISEEVUTG. 

The Subflcriber is reifneeted to notice, that if he receiree no answer 
from the Provident Society, he may rest assnred that the case recom- 
mended by him is being relieved by them; and should the Society 
think it not a prc^r case for charitable aid, the Subscriber will be 
made swace of the fact. 

Name and Age of Applicant ? Father ? Mother ? Age F Trade P 

FuU Address ? Number of Children Living at Home ? Age. and 
Occupstios, if above 12 Yesrs ? Number under 12 Years ? 

Total Earnings ? Have they appEed to the Pteish ? What other 
sources of Relief ? 

Subscriber's Name and Address, and Date. 

ftSr It is particularly requested that this Paper may not be given 
to the Applicant, but be sent to the Office in a Sealed Entelope. 

If the investigation has turned out unfavourably to the applicant» 
the following commtmication is sent in expkmastion : — 

OrncE, 44, Johit Daltoit Stkeet, 
Mr. 1862 

The Case of 
sent by you was not Relieved by the Distbict Pbotideitt 
Society, as was 

Not fotmd at the address giren. 

Not worthy. 

Not a proper object for private charity. 

N.B. — Full details may be had, if required. 

JAS. SMITH, Agent. 

I ought to add, that this Society existed bef^e the present distress, 
but has adapted itff operations most successfully to the emergency. 
The only thing I regretted was the ban laid upon Christisn teaehing. 
I longed for the opportunity of addressing to the assembled milL-giris 
a few encouraging words about the love of Christ to them, bat wa» 
refused. In the same city I was conducted by a elergyman to some 
classes which he had just opened in a miQ ; knd both the class of men 
and the class of girls listened with the intensest interest to the glad 
tidings of great joy. Let us hope that ere long evay friend of these 
distressed people will follow the example of those whose experiehce 
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lias prov^ it 1io> lie the greaitest &i ail kindiiesses wlaich can be con- 
ferred upon tbem, to^ perlkme tluBir aaeriSee o€ well-doing with the 
odonr of Cbrkfii pveeious nana*. 

The Sewing-eim is an. i&stitisfcwa which has spnu^ out of tha 
existing disircm: and, as tlie name has become now so familiar, it 
may ioterest^ maasf, and ma^ give them a more definite idea of the 
thing, if I tnuuier to these pages a docuaseiKt furnished to me bj 
ArchdeaeoA Sodbiton. It is as follows : — 

" 'BujsJssxTKB OHioBem ov "^s^UiseB Assogiatioit i<ob E^kplot 
TSi& Yoinfo WooKEir wiic» jliul oinr ens Wobk. — Bj the aid of their 
personal MkoSa and dearkal hrotibon, tike dicigj of Blackburn have 
instituted mmmg cImk. fir tibe l>«Hit of ttey««nger female braaek. 
es of their resfiectiTe fBt^&emm^ an<el paftient flocks. By pires^it rules^ 
none are sMhBttedi wfao are married, or under 14 jears of age. Thej 
are occ Mfi e A m sewsng;, loutting, damiogy Ae^ during five £kys in the 
week, tlBBe and Ikalf lifco«DrB.kL each day, ani, ST in constant attendance, 
receive eaA eightpeoiee per day. Fairtly firookthe association's fundsv. 
and poHslf from private beatevolexwe, an economical meal of rice pud- 
ding or ee^fee and Ineadi m pBovided for each pe^ oii^e a week. The 
numher assembledl in the sevesal rooms in the third week of November 
vwK 1,119. Tie attendance is marked by orderiy behaviour, attention 
to» peanfper awl SBBging afr ofenxngraail dn iia iig , a grateful recognition of 
thtt lai&tem who md ti» t&rai^. aoid g f ia iemfe gratitude to their benefae- 
tom. Tfe eonniTmfefase of anniginnsat avas! thems^es of the kind as- 
sisiteBiee of la&s wIbov in rotatuMS^ superintemd the dlasaeay each ene 
day a weciu The m a m t sm- waA duration of the institutioii gresiJy 
depeail en tine ecHBftvi£raitMns of their neighbours and the pubEc ; on 
the opm^&kj aaeE variety of the materials for making up uaeM 
clothini^ beoiiSiDg^ &&^ 1k> be dzspoaed dT Ibr meeting current ex- 
penses^ or fst d&tribvtion toi iStm jfoar m winter. Subscriptions^ 
or dkantioiw e£ lanneir eaiiee^ priorfr^ hanAevehiefs,. check, tick- 
ing stoekingsy dioesy dbg^ eoal, &a^ or evea refiarable cast-off cloth- 
iiag, wM he turned t& wbnbM aeeovoiEt. Orders, also, for such needle- 
worir a» they can s^npfly wiQ be thadkfallj leeeived and executed." 

And then follows a sismxDaary of the geiKesal statistics of the 
dbtress, and of its relief for one wedb — 

"NiraEwni of Opebattvim : 

27,27? usually employee^ of whom 

SJ^ are in Ml woti,. 

5,^5 pavtiy eB^ployed^ 
IT^TSI uxipeniipiejyed. 

4B MiEk do^^ out of ST. 

IhsraiBirm^ n ctb Gsifehal Committee Bininra ime 

XultST WEEK : 

4f^^5B lbs. dr bread, 
4S,M0 lbs. of oatmeal, 
3^,200 qta. of soup. 

« I8th November, 1862." « J. RUSHTOlSr, D.D." 
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As I write, a statement has reached me alTout a Bible-class of 
jomig women at Blackburn, strikingly illustrative of the interest 
which this distress is awakening among them touching their eternal 
salvation. My informant took the class, one day lately, for the 
clergyman (Mr. Wescoe) who had opened it about a year and a-half 
ago, and who had found it steadily and constantly increase until it 
reached, last Sunday, to as many as 94 '^most respectable looking^ 
women." « As others kept coming in (my informant continnes), so 
that several had to stand, I asked if we could find no more forms, when 
they told me it was never any better ; Mr. W. often got more, but 
as he did more persons joined, so that they were always over-fuU. It 
was very cold ; and, as I observed many of them shivering and look* 
ing terribly pinched, I stopped afber we had been about an hour 
together, and proposed to break up. But, instead of offering to go, 
some of them said, * They could bide a while longer.' When we were 
going away," — ^my informant adds, referring to another subject, " I 
was talking to a few who told me that their under-clothing was com- 
pletely worn away — ^that ten months out of work had of course pre- 
vented any renewal — and that they managed with difficulty to keep 
their Sunday clothes together, but struggled to do so lest they should 
be kept from the means of grace. Altogether it was more touchmg than 
anything I had seen, though in the sewing classes it often seems hard 
to be stroked, and hear one say — * How warm must you be in that 
shawl !' so truly implying, ' how cold they are without it*' " 

In Blackburn I foimd another organisation, instituted by an active 
clergyman, Dr. Robinson, and known by the name of the " Penny 
Bible Class." The class was assembled in a room of a house ; per- 
haps 100 young women might be present, filling the apartment to 
overflowing, and each holding in her hand a New Testament, which 
was read (I think) by each in succession. The utmost anxiety 
was manifested to be allowed to enter the class, a crowd being 
gathered at the doors as the hour approached, struggling to get in. 
Each member of the class got a penny for sitting the hour : and Dr. 
Bobinson not only did not hinder, but encouraged, ui^ntly, any 
visitor who was likely to speak to them about Christ. For a few 
minutes I addressed them on the great question of their personal 
salvation ; and many ears seemed attentive, and not a few were moved 
to tears. In this way, in the course of a single day, perhaps 1,000 
yoimg women were brought under the ministration of the Grospel : 
and who shall say that that is not a result worthy of any effort or 
of any sacrifice ? 

Crossing over to a neighbouring mill, I found similar classes for 
men, as well as industrial classes where they were learning sundry 
trades. Here also I spoke to them some simple words about Jesus ; 
and they listened (as Brainerd says of his Indians) " as for their lives " 
It was very difficult to tear one's-self away from these dear men : I 
could gladly have spent among them days and even weeks. Never, 
perhaps, before in England did such a door pre^ent itself before 
the earnest, soul-seekmg minister ; and happy, thrice happy, are 
they who have wit enough and grace enough to enter it« ''Jesus 
of Nazareth is passing by " ; and more than a few " blind sons of 



TimeiM '' 9xe rising up and. caiimg &way their gaiments and hastai- 
ing mto iihe presenee of thelife-givor, and, with recovered s^ht and a 
haKven-bofn life, are foHowing Jesus in the waj. In the differeait 
dbuees for men, under the auspioes of the Ckurdi of England ihaet 
were <m Dec. 1, as many as 2^400. 

I went one day in another town into the house of a gardener, in 
the company oi an exoeilent Wesieyan minister. Like so naaxj 
others not directly connected wii^ the mills, he was suffering severely 
in his employm^it, earning searoely anything. The family had been 
weli.to-do ; and their . previous earnings had hitherto preserved to 
them their little articles of fomitsre, though they had paid within a 
short period rates of various kinds amounting to 16s. We went 
up-stairs to see a sick member of the famiy, a niece of about 
the age of twenty. She had long been bed-ridden ; but, as we 
appnached her bed-side and whispered a word to her aboat 
the dear Bedeemer, such a brightness shone w^(m her £Ace as 
might have lightened up the features of the proto-martyr. The 
lowly attic seemed transfigured into the gate of heav^i ; and, as 
it is said of Bishop Hidley that on earth he lived so near heaven that 
when he died he had not far to go, so I felt that day as if tiiat 
youthfol fiuifiEbrer were already more than half in heav^i. Tlie hard 
tunes, Mling heavy on her own dwelling, were scarcely hard to her ; 
in many houses around all was unrelieved darkness, for th^ inmates 
were spiritually " Egyptians " ; but here it was a kind of Gosh^i- 
light, for before us on that poor bed lay " an Israelite indeed in whom 
was no guile." 

Elsewhere I was conducted into a cottage beautrfully dean, and 
the grate and oven bright and clear. The family consisted of the 
father and mother and four grown-up children, all of whom in ord- 
nary times were employed at the mill, earning together about GOs. 
a-week. On the floor were several tins filled 'with bread ready few 
the oven : it had been made out of the dole of flour obtained &om 
the Bdief Committee, and was all they had to depend upon for 
bare existence, for their little savings had been gradually consumed 
until nothing was left. Most affecting was it to visit such families, 
all unused to even the least Bcrimping or stint. There was no sullen 
discontent or foolish pride ; quietly and Inravely they seemed to bear 
the unwonted trial, the prevailing feature perhaps being a kind of 
meek digmty. TMs family feared the Lord ; and they knew how to 
breast the " wave upon wave" which had beraa breaking over them now 
for so many days. 

FainlM. it was to witness the shifts which the growing uigcBcies of 
poverty were forcing upon these noble people. One family whom we 
visited, first removing from a cottage of ^. 6d. rent to another at 
2s. 6d., and then to anoth^ at la. 8d., had next been drawn into a 
lodgmg, the last step brin^g them into an apartment already con- 
taining one or even two other faanilies. " You diaeover," says Dr. 
Eiushton, ^'people who have pawned their better clothing to pay 
arrears <^ their lodging accounts and have (in many cases) deposited 
thdr pawn tickets with their host to secure the shelter of a eoof for 
a few wedcs to come ; yet i&ese," adds the Archdeacon, '' in pros- 



^emus times, were amongst our pew-renters, 'ConKmonicaiCLtB, teachers 
in OTir large 'Stmday-sehools, district-'VBntorB, contributors or edleoton 
for our Tanota loeal or pul>He chanties. On our rdidf days we meet 
iham hastening home and ooneealmg under their apron or ahandbi 
the jng or can xsf soup jost pcowhased (Id. per qiaart) with coppen 
begged from the easual passers-by, or cohering the oat-«Kieal just 
obtained (two pounds per head 4oir the week) from tibie local Relief 
Fund ; and, as we pass them, we know they bkush to come to chuseh 
or school in the only dress they possess. The wife of a mechaaie 
repeatedly offered to sell her gold weddisg ring to a jewellei' in tibe 
town, to buy food for the fanniy, but met with no one who ■ggoU 
find it in his heart to purchase it.'' 

Such Boenes as l^ese have not appealed in vain to the generous 
hearfcs of Englishmen and especially of Englishwomen. Wherey^ J 
went, I found men content to ait up half the night, devising and 
arranging all kinds of plans for the relief of their suffering brethrrai.. 
The Olei^, especially, were kept labouring from Monday xaoming to 
Saturday night in the most seiif-sacrificing efforts for the poor afBdcted 
people. Dwng the lew days which I had spent under Archdeaoon 
Bufihton's hospitable roof^ he x^ould not sit down even to the moat 
himried meal wUihcFut ihtee or four or half-A-dozen inteiruptions from 
af^heants in distress ; and never did he allow one of them to wait 
even a minute, at whatever ineonvenienoe to himself personally. It 
was the same with his wife — «o that she had been comp^ed, from 
sheer prostration, to mak<e a nm for two days to the sea-side, only to 
return to increased devotedness of effort. Nor did either seem to 
consider it anything but a matter of course, just as a mother would 
think it no stzaaige thing for her to sit up night after night by the 
bed-side of her sick child. Love fcHigets its sacrifu^es — is scarcely 
even consctoios of them ; but He will remember them another day^ 
and am^y will He ^compensate all cross-bearings £6r His sake. 

As I write these lines, intelligence has come, announcing the death 
of one who has &llen a inartyr to her iaoesBant labours in behalf of the 
eidz: and needy. Miss Jane Parr, of Preston, sister of its vicar, was the 
crigiaator of the fack kitchen and sewing schools, and was didly at her 
post, working iodeflatigably from nine in the morning until mx in the 
evtemng with a zeal and assiduity whidi was the astonishment of all, and 
persisted in her humane exertions, even when urged by her friends to 
take repose. Her answer on such occasions was, " I will when this 
ctma is «ver." A fininight ago she complained of great weakness and 
nxae licroat, and on the next day found herself unable to walk to the 
labours in which she took so deep an interest, but in a cab continaed 
to pay h» aecustomed visits to the lever-stricken and distressed. After 
the oonehinon <^her day's labour at the sick kitchen and sewing class, 
in die evening she went to the vicarage^ and sent for her medical attend- 
ant; bat she never again left her room^ until her spirit went upward to 
noeive from her dear Master the Joy-inspiring salutation : — 

^'ServHDt t»f God, wdl done ! 
Best irom thy loy'd 6m{^ : 
The battle's fought, the -vietory won, 
Enter thy Master's joy ! " 
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We have alluded already to the toaching manifestations of the peo 
pie's sympathy. As we write, some instances which occurred yesterday 
in London present themselves, not unworthy of note. Among the vast 
multitude of clothing contributions brought to the metropolitan dep6t, 
one family sent £250 worth of blankets; another party renewed his 
almost daily call — ^repeated sometimes twice or thrice in a day — ^with 
parcels of cast-off clothing, which he registered as usual under the 
motto of " Perseverance;" two Qermans called and left a large port- 
manteau of useful articles; another gentieman called with a parcel, ap- 
pended to which was a reference to Deut. zv. 2 — " For the poor shall 
never cease out of the land; therefore I command thee, saying : thou 
shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brothers, to the poor and to the 
needy in the land;" whilst a littie boy left at the porter's lodge a thrift- 
box, with all its contents, inscribed " Charlie's and Chester's money- 
box.*' This afternoon we visited the Soho Bazaar, where we found a 
yoimg nobleman devoting his whole energies to a plan which he had de- 
vised for buying the productions of the sewiug classes, transporting them 
to London, and selling them at this dep6t for the purpose of being re- 
transmitted to Lancashire as gifts to the distressed. The materials had 
been originally bought from the shopkeepers in the north, thus to that 
extent relieving the class scarcely less necessitous than the operatives 
themselves. In eight days Lord Badstock had secured in this way aid 
to the extent of £500. A like happy ingenuity of contrivance for augmen- 
ting the effective aid to the sufferers seems to shew itself everywhere. 
Lancashire itself appeared to be one great committee room, in which 
each man who was better off than his neighbour was sitting in council 
and stretching forth his arm in behalf of the less well-to-do. Gentlemen 
accustomed to be riding to the hunting field might be seen hastening 
on their hunters to some rendezvous where the relief was to be raised 
or dispensed in mitigation of the all-engrossing calamity. Never, 
we believe, before, was England taught so impressively the lesson which 
she so deeply needed, that no man lives for himself, and no class for 
itself, but that all the members of the body- politic form one compact 
and mutually helped and helping corporation, the hand not being able 
to say to the head " I know no need of thee," nor the head even to the 
littie finger, " I have no need of thee." God help the poor niggard who 
at such a time is found '' withholding more than is meet;" let him know 
for certain that, however he may excuse himself '' it tendeth to 
poverty." 

The writer has felt constrained, by an overwhelming sense of the un- 
exampled crisis, to cast his mite into the Lord's treasury by publishing 
this appeal It is no time for ease or self-indulgence or self-pleasing 
when half-a-million of people, ori^nally comfortable and well-to-do, are 
starving and almost naked at our doors. Not a moment is to be lost, 
or an effort to be relaxed; for, comparatively scanty as the relief is, a 
single month or even fortnight of forgetfulness of the cry of need might 
darken into a still more cheerless gloom thousands of homes over 
which penury and hunger and nakedness are already casting their 
gaunt shadows. It will not do at such a time to recline in the 
Delilah-lap of an inglorious repose, suffering selfishness to filch from 
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yoa the Nazarite locks of spiritaal and moral strength, A man 
eannot pass through an occasion like this, and come forth from 
it the same man ; for either he has grown mightier in his moral 
stature by a generous, active sympathy, or he has grown weaker and 
more decrepit through a selfish indifference to the demands of his 
neighbour's need. It is told of a certun savage tribe that a prevailing 
superstition among them is the belief that the courage of every warrior 
whom they slay passes by a kind of transmigration into the spirit of 
him who slays him; and therefore their one aim is to slaughter the 
greatest possible number of enemies. It is no superstition^ but a fixed 
moral law, that he who listens to his brother's cry of need, and who 
promptly responds to that cry, finds himself, after each sacrifice, a 
nobler as well as happier being — ^more like Him whose special glory 
it is to *' give freely,** and more ready at each new call to obey that 
behest of the loving Saviour, " Freely ye have received, freely give." 
A poet has written : 

** O fear not in a world like tliis, 
And thou shait know ere long, 
Enow how sublime a thing it is 
To suffer and be strong." 

Never were truer words uttered by human lips. And in many a luxuri- 
ous London home, as well as in many a mechanic's cottage, is a bright- 
ened beam from heaven's own sun falling at this hour aslant the domestic 
hearth, because its lordly or its lowly denizens have been learning the 
truly divine art of '' suffering" in a brother's sufferings and weeping 
with his tears. It was an evil memory which disturbed, that day, the 
eleven shepherds before Joseph, when, remembering their long-buried 
but now self-resurrectioned crime, they whispered to one another the 
ominous words — " We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that 
we saw the anguish of his soul when he besought ns, and we would not 
hear ; therefore is this distress come upon us." Woe betide the man, 
be he the broad-acred lord, or moneyed mill-owner, or hard-handed 
artizan, who sees just now his Lancashire brother's unuttered '^an- 
guish," and will not hear 9 Let him see to it, that the great " House- 
holder" do not transfer into other hands the stewardship so un- 
worthily fulfilled. God must see all these mouths fed ; and, if one 
steward of His bounty will not dispense it. He can easily find means of 
placing in his room another who will execute more fitly His commission 
of love. 

But we believe better things of England, though we thus speak. 
Each new day, with its tale of fresh distress, brings with it a 
fresh host of helpers, rejoicing to carry, if it were possible, more 
than half their brother's burden. Never, in any age, was a 
spectacle so sublime witnessed on this planet, as the uprising 
of this grand old nation of ours, aln^ost as if its millions were 
one man, to pour a kind of miraculous overflow into the lap 
of her forlorn and hunger-smitten children. Hs is not visibly 
among us, multiplying by a word the few loaves and small fishes into a 
meal for each mouth of the great multitude; but no less really is He 
in our midst^ multiplying, each new day, the loving hearts and stalwart 
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ban<b whidi knoirhow t& enter into tbe staryiiig mnltitode's neeeflsify^ 
and promptly to cope with it and supplj it. Let no ansdoos itilier or 
mother among them all featr; for he who feeds the rarr ena^ and who> 
once fed His servant bj a raven, both w3I and ean feed our dear brotters 
and sisters now so sorely and ao suddenly laid low. Arise, and be of 
good courage T contmne to '* quit yol]rse^re8 like men !** Above every- 
uiing, see to it, whilst this " great and strong wind^' is passing by, and 
this^'earthqitake'' and tfais''fire,'*1ihat yon eateh Hie cadences of that ^MA 
small yoiee,** which whxBpers to yon so aRetingly of a love ^ stronger 
than dea<^^ — a Ibve which '^many waters coald not qnenehy neitlter 
Gonid the floods drown." Yon are not ac&ed to ^Mde yoor tAce in yoor 
mantle;" but you are espee^d by Him to hide yonr heart im the 
wounded side of yonr eracified and xisen Lord. Do it, dear feBow- 
oountrjrmen ; do it now ; do it before yon ky down this hnmye but 
earnest appeal ; and yon will bless Gk>d through aH ete r n i ty that 
ever He sent you this sdQUcting calamity, for thus he has brought yon to 
His side, and spoken to yoo,. and made you His own for ever. 

And what shall we say to those who are spared this stroke personally, 
and who find themselves at the side of a distressed brother — ^idle be- 
cause no man hath hired him, and hungry because for months he has 
been left with no resource hnt the sympathy of Ins fellows f It was an 
adage of the Romans — ^ Great city, great solitude;" and Lord Bacon, 
qsoting the adage, haa added, thsit '' to want true fidends is a mere and 
miseiable solitude." Thank God, England at this hour is to the work- 
ing BEien of Lancashire no soeh mere and miserable soliiade. It is like a 
new chapter added to the annals of onr kind, to bdiold a whole natioik 
tihras saddenly awoke from what seemed a kind of moral traaee^ and no 
le&ger aricing — ^ How mnch pay foe how much work ] " but " How 
mndli g^terottsv ungrodged h^ to oar poor smitten brothen 9 " '^ The 
rirtue of prosperity," says Bacon, ''is temperance; the virtue of 
adversity is ^Drtitnde." These tried m&k aad women are manifesting the 
Tirtue of advarnty; be it yonrs to mamfesi the yirtue of prosperity. 
They are brave and calm ; be yon s^-4aiyii^ and open-haiKledb *' If 
a mui," says Baoon, again, ''be precioi» and conrteous to strangers^ it 
shows that his heari is no aland ent off from the land but a continent 
which joins them^if he be compassionate towards the afflieti<Mui of 
others, it shows that his heart is like the noble tree which is woimded 
itself when it gives the balm." Be you the " continent," joimng yonr- 
selves to these tried people's poor homes; be the " noble tree," content 
to be wounded in giving forth your balm. Sacrifice is wanted — ^real 
self-demal. And — ^we repeat it — quicklt; for never will the need be 
more urgent than now. Bonotwait, thinking that your money will beraore 
wanted afterwards. It is wanted now, and may not be afterwards. It is the 
habit of Englislinnen to move slowly ; and often it has happened, iai great 
pnbHc emergencies (as, for exam{^, in the Crimean war), thati only 
when they were already passing away, was the pubUe mind awi^emed 
thoroughly to a sense of the crisis. Let this imstake be annided now. 
If ever the maxim, that " he gives twice who gives qnidtly," was appli- 
cable, it is now. These afilieted people are prostn^ed ; and th^ are 
waiting wistfully though silently, for your kindly hand to poor into their 
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sore wound your restoring ointment. Do it, do it quickly, do it now ! 
And let each give wJiat he can. As the manifold rills on the mountain- 
side speedily swell into a goodly river, so the many littles of a whole 
people's offerings ere long rise into a total which seems almost incredi- 
ble. A single penny in the pound of income tax, yields one million 
sterling. Surely it were not too much to expect at least a single penny 
from each man's pound. Therefore, whilst you yourself give as you sro 
able, get others to give. It is wonderful how a little organisation in a 
district taps its hidden resources. Organise, then ! organise ! organise ! 
And again we say it, lose not a day. God is never too late with His gifts ; 
you liiay — will you suffer it so to-be ? No, you will not ; I bdiere 
you will not and cannot. Arise, then, and help. And you will find on 
another day, that you were none the poorer for your generous, timerous 
gifts. 



[In re-preducing the following letter which appeared in the Times 
of Nov. 27, the wsdter cannot omit to reooord the universally per- 
vading sense, mnong the suffering opeiiiatives, of their overwhehmng 
debt of gr»titude to "l^e leading Jouxnal for its generous and imtiring 
adTocacy of their claims on '^e sympathy of the English nation. 
And he gladly avails himaelf cf the oppoirtunity of adaiowledging 
the ready kindness with which t^ proprietors of the Illustrated 
London ITews have placed at his ddaposal their admirable plates, pre- 
senting so very graphic and life-like representatioias of scenes unhap- 
pily too familiar to visitors of the ^listressed districts.] 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. 

Sib, — ^I have just returned from a visit to the distressed districts of 
Laacashire, and, having faith in first impressions, should be glad to 
have the opportimity of placing before your readers one or two facts 
and conclusions which my visit has forced upon me. 

1. The distress far exceeds any idea which I had formed of it, even 
bom. the graphic details of your " own correspondent" " Welly darn- 
ing'* (well-nigh starving) is the expressive Doric of the district, which 
Bverywhere pierces one's ears, and more often does the fact stare the 
visitor in the face in the wan look of the uncomplaining population. A 
ipan whom I met one day had just discovered a family wluch had been 
living for a fortnight upon bread and water. The features of the peo- 
ple are gradually acquiring that pinched aspect which proves unmis- 
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takeably how even the allowance of food granted by the Guardians or 

by the Relief Committee is lowering the standard of physical strength. 

The people are not only half fed, but they are less than half 

clothed by day, and still more by night. In the many houses which 

I entered in various places I did not see a single blanket In one 

town I visited a family which a reliable person informed me had been 

both well o£f and of good repute ; it consisted of a man and his wife, agirl 

of 18, a lad of 14, and three other children from 8 to 5 years of age ; 

for these eight persons, there was in the lower room a small bed with 

som shavings in a piece of thin cloth, and with a threadbare coverlet, 

while upstairs there were some shavings carefully laid on the floor, with 

a poor coverlet above ; a small table with three legs, or rather a kind 

of stool, and a small wooden seat some six inches high, with a few 

cups and plates, completed the furnishing of the house. The family 

had been forced into lodgings as the times grew hard, and after a few 

weeks they had been turned into the street, without a vestige on, save 

what they wore, though only five days previously the wife had been 

confined of an infant, which I found had since been taken to a scene 

where there is no more hunger, nor any tears or pain. Hundreds of 

fianiilies coald be named (as your correspondent well knows) who are 

not a whit better of. 

. An idea, I see, prevails in some quarters that because the 
agricultural labourer contrives to exist upon 78. or 88. a- week, there 
can be no great hardship in leaving a Lancashire weaver to shift on 
half that amount. There cannot be a greater delusion. The whole 
habits of the people are such that the 7s. of the agricultural labourer 
are scarcely equal to the other's 2s. or 38. The operatives are 
accustomed to nourishing viands, and if they are suddenly put and 
kept on a meagre allowance, such as the everlasting bread and meal 
and occasional soup, depend upon it they will speedily grow so weak, 
especially with their little exercise, that they will become the swift 
and easy prey of any epidemic (such as the spotted fever showing itself 
at Preston) which may come upon them. 

2. Amid all the admirable patience of the population, I have ob- 
served here and there certain tokens of another feeling which men 
will do well not unnecessarily to provoke. It will not do to trifle with 
these people's need. In a town not far from Manchester I found 
myself accidentally one day last week in the presence of an assem- 
blage of some 700 or 800 men, gathered in a public hall to receive 
Uieir parish relief. Imagining apparently that I might be able to 
redress their wrongs, they proceeded to give utterance to their 
grievances in a succession of temperate, but terribly earnest addresses, 
complaining that they " had to go down before the Board almost on 
their bended knees ;" that .the allowance granted was wholly inade- 
quate to their necessities ; and that, though they had neither flannels 
nor blankets, they were not allowed to apply to any other quarter on 
pain of the withdrawal of their present dole. Tmly noble is the for- 
bearance of these men ; their quiet-4uid calm endurance has passed 
into a household word ; but I saw well enough that it will not do to 
put them off witb fair phrases. 
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3. A third conclasion forced upon me lias been the wisdom of the 
plan of allowing the different bodies of Christians to open classes for 
men and for women, and of granting to those who attend these classes 
the same relief which is given through the general committee's own 
direct agency. Before visiting the district, I was strongly averse to 
any metiiod of relief which might even seem to introduce into such a 
matter the denominational element. But the example of Blackburn 
and of some other places has convinced me that in no other way can 
the sympathies of the largest class of workers and helpers be en- 
gaged so certainly and to such purpose. In one place, for instance, 
I found that so odious had been the exclusiveness of the dominant 
junta of Eoman Oatholics and Unitarians that the administration of 
the relief had fallen into the hands of a few paid agents, to the 
exclusion of every minister of religion, and consequently of all who 
desired to see their Christian influence at work. So far had this feeling 
gone in one town that the utmost limit reached in the way of religious 
teaching or worship was to begin and end the classes with '^ God save 
the Queen." Even a blessing before their weekly meal was objected 
to, as distasteful to the priest. At Blackburn — thanks to the wisdom 
and firmness of Archdeacon Eushton, Dr. Eobinson, and others — a 
more wholesome method prevails. I addressed not fewer, I believe, 
than 1000 men attending the classes instituted by the latter, and nearly 
as many young women whom the former had gathered into sewing 
classes. In Stalybridge I found that the respected Incumbent of St. 
Paul's, Mr. Worth Hoare, had formed in a mill, kindly lent for the 
purpose^ two large classes of men and of girls, who were taught writing, 
arithmetic, and other useful things ; and an opportunity was given for 
addresses from anyone who cared to speak to them about Christ. The 
same liberty was afforded at Blackburn, and, I should add, at Wigan, 
as well as elsewhere. And my experience among these people has 
satisfied me that, of all methods of interesting and benefiting even the 
roughest among them, the simplest and most effective is a hearty 
CatSiolic declaration of the wondrous story of Jesus of Nazareth. I 
never saw assemblies of men so arrested — they would rise at times 
unconsciously to their feet, and listen with intensest attention as long 
as one could afford time to speak to them. 

I could write much more, but fear to trespass on your space. Never, 
I believe, has the great heart of Old England been so stirred to its 
depths as by this unexampled calamity ; but my visit has convinced me 
that as yet there is only a feeble and altogether inadequate appreciation 
of the appalling extent of the evil. It is not the mill operative only 
who is involved in it, but the vast mass of small tradesmen of every 
class who depend on his custom. The other night, in a village near 
Blackburn, an inconsiderable shopkeeper told me that she had ^900 
in her books for goods furnished to the operatives, but not paid. It is 
indeed a dark thundercloud which is hanging over us, but it is not 
without its silver lining in the generous fellow-feeling which is every- 
where manifesting itself among us. For my own part I thank God 
that I live at such a time. Even at the cost of all the suffering, it is 
something to find a whole nation lifted out of this grovelling mire of 
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s^slmess, and brought into that connnnnitj ot&e&ngirhifih tndtestis 
into one famQy of Imthenr. 

•«Oiia Btandeth not on a HIl, hedkoning to the otlifln to follow ; 
But we toil up hand in hand, ami cany each other's baxdens;**' 

I axn^ d^c. 

JOHN BAILLIiL 
9, Weaflioanie wqfaute^ Hjde pa^, Not, 25. 

P.S. I ou^hc to add that I was accompanied in my jonrney hy Major 
Wilbraham Taylor, whose conclosions (I beUeve I may say) are quite 
in unison with those stated above. 



[In a sermouy preached on Sunday morning, Nor. IStb, in the 
Fansh Church of Blackburn, before the Mayor and Corporation 
tlske Writer gave exptession. to the foUowing reflections ansisg on 
tiie spot from hu Tiiit.] 

' I cannot close on tfaos oecaaian withiOiit another special a|^catioa 
of oor subject to the eircomi^ances of this town at this time. If we 
are of God^ and are giving to Him, we shall not only love Him, but 
we shall manifest to those around us (in our measure) Mis hve to 
man. '^Hereby perceive we (we read, 1 John in. 16, 17) the love of 
God, because he laid daiwn his life for us ; and we ought to' lay down 
our lives &fr the bretiur^i. But," it is added, as if to show that it is 
Dot any transcendental instance which, m meant, but just such an in- 
atance as we have here at our very door this day in England, '^ whoso 
ludh this worid^s goods and seeth his brother hath need, and shutteth 
his bowels of eontpassion from him, how dwelleth the love of Gk>d in 
him?" 

I have come down from London to witness on the spot and with 
my own eyes the distressing calandty which, without any fault 
of their own any more than if the cause had been an earthquake or 
some other physical ccmvulsion, has overtaken the hard-working men 
of this distriet : and the lesson which the spectacle has chiefly im- 
pressed upon me is, that, amidst this dark and trying visitation, I can 
see the finger of a wise and loving God seeking to gather up into 
a bond of m(»iB flrmly-knitting love the ravelled threads of that 
social harmony and mutual fellow-feeling^ which God intended should 
bind together and should glorify the various classes of onr common- 
wealth. 

The tend^icy of modem commerce and trade and manufacture, es- 
pecially in its highly-wrought developement of late years, has been, to 
weaken, and even in many instances snap asunder, the ties of reci- 
mrocal dependence of masters upon men and of men upon masters. 
JSach had begun to feel himself a kind of separate atom — ^in 
contact, indeed, with the other atoms, but not in loving, mutually 
depending union. God is correcting us in this thing ; and, as even 
Jesus learned obedience and depending meekness by the things which 
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Ite trufiered, so, the people of England are eaOed jost nowiakoQoifs 
fidiool to kam their lesson of love ancL moAual he^ by a diaeip&ae 
of suffering. Blessed be God, He is not teaching the lesson, in 
vain. It is almost worth all the suffering, severe though it be, 
to behold the self-sacrifice and the self-denial which it has evoked. 
The delicate lady of hgh birth and the stnrth^ ploaghmttt and 
artisan have begun to feel themsehres ** neighbours *' to hun 
who has Mien, not indeed " axaosig thieves " who hare ^ left 
him hal£4ead," but on a crisis which has left him more than 
half starved ; and whole columns of the daily press fail to record the 
gifts — ^many unaccompanied by even a name — ^which our ** good Sa- 
maritans *' count it their joy to give, hoping for nothing again. Even 
though the sufferers were to msmifest in return only ingratitade and 
unt^uinkfiiliiess, still the man who loves his brother-man even as God 
loves him would continue to give as God gives, even to the evil and 
unthankful. But never before, 1 believe, in English annals, or in anv 
other annals, was a hard, crushing trial endured so heroically, so si- 
leniiy, so patiently, so bravely, as this trial has been bcmie by you 
and hj your fellow-woikmen ; and therelbre doubly pleasant has this 
sacrifice been felt to be by the multitudes everywhere who are hasten- 
with their aid to this noble band of their brother-men. It is a silver 
lining to the dark thundercloud which b hanging over you, and it 
tells of that love which '^ behind a frowning providence hides a smiling 
fece.'* 

Men and bret^bren, this is a time when God is ooming very near to 
ns; In His love, He is givmg to you, euffeiii^ men of Liuieaahire, 
many brothers bom for this your adversity ; and you thank God for 
it; and, after God, you thank them for it. Shall that otheu 
Bbotheb bom for adversity — ^your human Brother, Christ Jesus 
— ^lay down His life for you, and yet not move your hearts into love 
to Him ? WiH you coldly turn your back, onee more, to-day, upon 
Him who went to the death for you f Will not you radier, aa you 
gaze by fidth on His wounds, say, "Lord, thou knoweat all things, 
thou knowest that I love thee " ? 



POSTSCRIPT. 

It ought to be known that the average rate levied in the 
distressed districts has abeady reached 10s. and in many cases 12s. 
in the pound, and that, so far from a higher rate being justly 
exigible &om Lancashire than from other districts, the power of pay- 
ing even this amoimt is, in a daily increasing ratio, diminished by the 
pressure of the distress on all classes of the population, — many owners 
of houses, for example, being unable to obtain their rents, and the 
mass of smaller tradesmen to get payment of their debts. In the 
23 Unions where the cotton-trade is chiefly carried on — 21 of them 
in Lancashire, and the remaining two (Stockport and Macclesfield) 
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in Cheshire — the rate had risen at Michaebnas last, as compared with 
the half year ending Michaelmas 1861, no less than 74 per cent. ; 
the increase in some being much more — as, for example, in Blackburn 
240. And, besides, nothing can be more imfair than to measure by 
an ordinary standard the paying capabilities of such a district at 
such a time. In seeking to reach the pockets of certaia wealthy but 
stingy landlords and mill-owners, you wring from some struggling 
tradesman his last pittance, which (as one of them expressed it the 
other day to the writer) ought to have gone in the shape of food into the 
mouths of his half-famished children. But Lancashire has nobly vin- 
dicated her character for generous liberality, by subscribing at a single 
meeting held on Dec. 2, no less a sum than £130,000 which is in 
addition to about £400,000 abeady contributed by the voluntary 
benevolence of the property-classes in that county towards the relief 
of their destitute neighbours. Even the poor-rates have now risen 
to flood-mark. The district poor-rate expenditure, which for a week 
in Sept. 1861 was £22, had risen in the last week of Nov. in 
this year, to £17,681 — a difference of no less than eight hundred 
per cent. 

In the face of these magnificent contributions and sacrifices made 
on the spot, no one surely at a distance can excuse himself from 
giving, on the plea that those more immediately concerned are not 
doing their duty. It is reckoned, on reliable authority, that we 
cannot get through the winter without supporting and clothing at 
least, half a million of people, who have every claim, which one 
human being can have upon another, for food and clothing and 
shelter. God provides for the needy birds and beasts ; and much 
more will He see to it that these noble people " receive their meat " 
from Him. Who shall be the honoured dispensers of His good- 
ness ? or rather, who will be content to abdicate his humanity 
and be left out from the bede-roll of " good Samaritans ?" 
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